Abstract is a secondary source of scientific information which can help scientists to get the gist of relevant information needed for their study. Scientific article usually provides informative abstracts to facilitate readers to know the essential content of the article. The quality of an abstract depends on the accuracy and completeness of abstract components or elements. This research was intended to find out the completeness of abstract elements, finite verb tenses, and the voice of coconut research abstracts. A total of 34 abstracts from the last three-year issues of CORD journal were analyzed. The result of the analysis showed that there were two categories i.e. indicative abstracts (21%) and comprehensives abstracts (79%). The most complete informative abstracts consisting of 5 elements accounted for 23%, the informative abstracts with four elements had the highest amount which was 41%, and the informative/comprehensive abstracts with three elements had the least amount which is 15%. It can be concluded that most informative/ comprehensive abstracts contain four elements which are background (introduction), objectives, methodology, and result. Four tenses are usually used in abstract writing; they are simple present, simple past, present and past perfect tense. Both active and passive voices are used in writing abstracts.
INTRODUCTION
Scientific communication is an essential part of research and development. This type of communication is usually carried out through publications. Both paper-based and on-line scientific publications play equally important roles in keeping the flow of information exchange among scientists. The important role of scientific publications is signified by the number of research articles published in various international, peer-reviewed journals. According to Ware and Mabe (2012) , the annual published scientific articles around the world reach 1.8 million titles. To keep up with this huge number of scientific publications, scientists should keep themselves updated with the latest development of their disciplines. It is highly unlikely to read all those scientific publications, besides too costly it will be too time-consuming. One of the easier ways that can be taken by scientists to keep themselves updated is by subscribing abstracts of relevant publications.
An abstract is a representation of a larger work in the form of a self-contained, short, and powerful statement. The components of abstracts vary depending on discipline. For a social science or scientific work, the abstracts may comprise of the scope, purpose, results, and contents of the work. For a humanities work, the abstract may include the thesis, background, and conclusion of the larger work. It should be noted that an abstract is neither a review nor an evaluation of the work being abstracted. While it contains keywords found in the larger work, the abstract is an original document rather than an excerpted passage.
Bailey (2011) has described briefly that abstract is usually located at the beginning of peer-reviewed journal articles. The function of abstract is giving a kind of summary so that researchers can decide if the full article is worth reading. Abstracts consist of Background position, Aim and thesis of the article, Method of research, and Result of research.
According to the University of North Carolina (UNC) abstracts are generally categorized into two different categories i.e. descriptive and informative abstracts. A descriptive abstract indicates the type of information found in the work. It makes no judgments about the work, nor does it provide results or conclusions of the research. It does incorporate keywords found in the text and may include the purpose, methods, and scope of the research. The term 'descriptive abstract' is interchangeable with 'indicative abstract'. Lingua Cultura, 10(1), May 2016 , 49-55 DOI: 10.21512/lc.v10i1.879 P-ISSN: 1978 -8118 E-ISSN: 2460 This kind of abstract can be used to represent a lessstructured document like essay, editorial, or book. Indicative abstracts may cover three elements: scope, argument, and conclusion. The first element is used to explain the coverage and the main focus of the original document. For example, an essay on Shakespeare's comedy, the Scope element of this abstract will state that the focus of the easy is on the Bard's comedies.Essentially, the descriptive abstract describes the work being abstracted. Meanwhile, the Argument element of the abstract will describe the primary arguments and counter-arguments contained in the essay (original document). If arguments and counter-arguments do not exist in the original document, this element of the indicative abstract will outline analysis or plot progression. Some people consider it an outline of the work, rather than a summary. Descriptive abstracts are usually very short-100 words or less.
Being the representation of the original documents (research papers, books, theses, dissertations, and articles) abstracts should be written accurately. It means what is stated in the abstract is coherent with what it is stated in the original documents. Discrepancies in abstract writing will mislead the potential readers of the original documents.
The majority of abstracts included in the scientific documents are informative. While they still do not critique or evaluate work, they provide concise and comprehensive information. A good informative abstract acts as a surrogate for the work itself. That is, the writer presents and explains all the main arguments and the important results and evidence in the complete article/paper/book. An informative abstract includes the information that can be found in a descriptive abstract (purpose, methods, and scope) but also includes the results and conclusions of the research and the recommendations of the author. The length varies according to discipline, but an informative abstract is rarely more than 10% of the length of the entire work. In the case of a longer work, it may be much less (UNC, 2014) . Birmingham City University (BCU) has given a complete component of informative abstracts; they are background, aim(s), methods, results, and conclusions (BCU, 2015) . The later will be used as the basis of analyzing the completeness of abstract components in this study.
The accuracy of information contained in abstracts is quite instrumental for potential readers to get unbiased information. Biased information of the abstracts may lead to incorrect understanding for the readers. According to the results of a study published in PLOS Medicine the "exaggerated and inappropriate coverage of research findings in the news media" is ultimately related to inaccurately reporting or over-interpreting research results in many abstract conclusions. A study published in JAMA concluded that "inconsistencies in data between abstract and body and reporting of data and other information solely in the abstract are relatively common and that a simple educational intervention directed to the author is ineffective in reducing that frequency. Other studies comparing the accuracy of information reported in a journal abstract with that reported in the text of the full publication have found claims that are inconsistent with, or missing from, the body of the full article (Pitkinet. al., 1999) .
As previously mentioned abstracts are parts of scientific journal articles, they should be written based on academic writing standard which includes the target reader, content, style, organization, grammar, and vocabulary. The target reader is academics; the content contains serious thought, the style of writing uses complex sentences showing considerable variety in construction. The organization is clear and well planned and is likely to be error free in grammar. It tends to use accurate technical and academic language. Passive voice, the objective and impersonal point of view are more frequently used in academic writing (Hamp-Lyons, 2010) .
METHODS
The purpose of this study is to evaluate the accuracy of coconut research abstracts compared to the original documents or articles. It will also look into finite verb tenses and voices in various components of the abstracts.
The data for this study are derived from CORD, an international journal of coconut research and development. The abstracts of scientific articles published in CORD for the period of last three years (2012) (2013) (2014) were selected and analyzed. A total of 34 abstracts were collected from 35 scientific articles. Those abstracts were selected because they were published in the most recent issues of the journal at the time of data selection process. The analysis includes the completeness of abstract components, accuracy of the information, voice and finite verb tenses used in the abstracts.
CORD is an International Journal on Coconut Research and Development published by Asian and Pacific Coconut Community since 1985. This journal is widely circulated among coconut researchers all over the world. All articles published in this journal have been scrutinized by members of the Editorial Board who are prominent experts from Indonesia, Philippines, India, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Australia, and the USA.
Most articles published in this journal present research results conducted by scientists from various countries including Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Philippines, India, Sri Lanka, Australia, and France. Occasionally some review articles by prominent experts in the field were included in the publication.
As mentioned in section 2, there are 34 abstracts taken from the last three-year issues of the CORD journal which will be analyzed in this study. The abstracts were systematically numbered which began from the latest issue of the journal (Vol. 30 No. 2, 2014) . As indicated in the Introduction, most abstracts fall under the category of informative abstracts which contain full elements of abstracts as given by Birmingham City University and the University of North Carolina, such as background, aims, method, results, conclusion and recommendation. The analysis was focused on the identification of abstract elements. The analysis found seven abstracts that belong to indicative abstracts; they are abstracts no. 4, 12, 1,15, 22. As an example, abstract no 4 (Novarianto et al., 2014) is given. The abstract only indicates the scope of the subject to be discussed without giving specific details of the research methodology and results. It does not provide conclusion and recommendation either. Therefore, this abstract is categorized as indicative or descriptive abstract.
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4) Production Technology for Kopyor Coconut Seednuts and Seedlings in Indonesia
The remaining 27 abstracts can be categorized into informative abstracts with various degrees of completeness. There are seven abstracts with complete five elements, 14 abstracts with four elements, and six abstracts with three elements. Abstract number 12 (Limphapayom, 2013) is an example of abstract containing five element s. The first sentence of the previous abstract above gives a background (introduction) which is element 1. Element 2 which is the aim or purpose of the Research is revealed in the second sentence. Next, research methodology (element 3) starts from the third sentence. The results (element 4) begin from "It was found that…". Finally, theconclusion (element 5) starts from "These chocolate products….."
12) Study on Chocolate Production from Coconut Oil and Palm Oil Shortening
Wilaisri Limphapayom
ABSTRACT
The less comprehensive informative abstract is the one with four elements in it. The abstract no. 1 (Karouw et. al., 2014) is an example of this abstract. Abstract number 1 starts with the aims or objectives (element 1) which begin with the first sentence. The second element which is the research methodology is given by the second sentence, while the third element is results, it begins from "The results showed…" This abstract does not mention either the research background/ introduction nor the conclusion.
1) Fatty Acids Profile, Oxidative and Hydrolysis
The least comprehensive informative abstract in this study is the one with three elements in it as it can be seen in sample abstract number15 (Gallego et al., 2013 The first element in the sample abstract no.15 begins with the background of the research which is given in the first sentence of the abstract. After background, the second sentence goes on with the research result without describing the aim of the research. The research results are elaborately explained, and finally, the abstract ends with conclusion beginning from "The study indicated…" .
One of the items to be analyzed in this study is finite verb tenses used in the abstracts. According to Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary of Current English, finite verb is a verb that agrees with a subject in number andperson (Hornby, 1980) .Meanwhile, University College London (UCL) defines finite verbs as "Verbs which have the past or the present form are called FINITE verbs. Verbs in any other form (infinitive, -ing, or -ed) are called nonfinite verbs. This means that verbs with tense are finite, and verbs without tense are nonfinite. The distinction between finite and nonfinite verbs is a very important one in grammar since it affects how verbs behave in sentences" (UCL, 2016) . Unlike finite verbs which can function or fill the position of the predicate in a sentence, nonfinite verbs cannot. In a sentence construction, non-finite verbs which are also called verbals usually function as modifiers. However when combined with a modal, an auxiliary verb, nonfinite verbs can fill the position of the predicate . According to Huddleston&Pullum (2005) , finite verbs are verbs bound by temporal and spatial bounds while non-finite verbs are on the other way around. They further explain the way infinity has no temporal or spatial bounds induces the traditional notions 'finite' and 'non-finite' arose.
It can be summed up that the finite verbs are verbs that agree with number of subject and person as well as with the tenses or time signals.Finite verbs are the main verbs in a clause or sentence construction. Finite verbs indicate the existence of predicate of a clause or a sentence therefore, the role of these verbs is very essential. Without this kind of verbs, a string of words cannot be categorized as a clause or a sentence.
Based on the above description, auxiliary verbs can be categorized into finite verbs as they will have to agree with tenses of the clause or sentence. Even some of them agree with the number of subjects, such 'shall, will, has, and have. ' The data analysis shows that there are four types of tenses used in finite verbs i.e. Simple Present, Simple Past, Present, and Past Perfect tenses. The most frequently used tense is simple past tense (55 occurrences), followed by simple present tense (38 occurrences), and present perfect tense (11 occurrences). The least used tense is past perfect tense with only one occurrence. The distribution of the tenses in the abstracts is as follows: simple past tense is mostly used in Method and Result elements of the abstracts. The use of simple present tense is mostly used in the Introduction (21 occurrences), Recommendation (6 occurrences), Conclusion (5 occurrences), Objectives (4 occurrences), and Result (2 occurrences). Present perfect tense is mostly used in Introduction (8 occurrences). The comprehensive abstract number 22 (sample no.22)by Perera et al., (2013 ) gives an example of three tenses in different elements of the abstract. This comprehensive abstract uses simple present tense for the introduction part of the abstract"The coconut mite (AceriaguerreronisKeifer) is a tiny pest which severely damages the nuts of the coconut palm (Cocosnucifera Linnaeus)". At present, there is no appropriate control method for this pest in Sri Lanka. Present perfect tense was used to present previous study "Field observations have revealed the difference in the severity of A. guerreronis mite infestation among selected and improved coconut cultivars in Sri Lanka". Simple past tense is used to explain research objectives "…the present study was conducted to investigate the levels of tolerance in selected and improved coconut cultivars and, if differences were demonstrated, to understand the mechanism behind the tolerance. A replicated trial in Thammenna Estate (TE) in Puttalam district in Sri Lanka, where the mite infestation was natural and severe, was selected for this study". This kind of tense is also used to explain research methodology such as "The trial was planted in 1983 and consisted of two improved coconut cultivars; Sri Lanka Yellow Dwarf x Sri Lanka Tall (YDT) and Sri Lanka Green Dwarf x Sri Lanka Tall (GDT) and the selected Sri Lanka Tall cultivar (TT)…". Likewise, research result is presented using simple past too, for example, "The results revealed that out of the cultivars tested in this trial, YDT had the lowest incidence of mite colonization and the smallest mite population size and symptom initiation compared to others". Recommendation or suggestion which is the last element of the abstract is usually presented using simple present tense, for example "The distance between the perianth and nut surface, the least in YDT, is suggested as the most probable morphological feature that would impart tolerance to mite infestation."
22) Screening Coconut Cultivars for Tolerance to
The location distribution of tenses is as follows: it was found that out of 26 abstracts which have Introduction element, only one abstract (sample no 5) uses simple past. It means 96%Introduction element of the abstract usessimple present tense. Sometimes, present perfect tense is used in the introduction element of the abstract. All sample abstracts (100%) which have Research Method element of the abstracts use simple past tense to explain research methodology. Simple past is also frequently used in the Result element of the abstracts in which 88% occurrences are in simple past, and each simple present and present perfect has 6% occurrences. All five sample abstracts (sample no. 2, 6, 8, 9, 22) which have recommendations use simple present tense.
Unlike other languages such as Latin and Mongolian which have five voices, English only have two voices i.e. active and passive voice. Voice is defined as the relation between the subject or object of the action or state expressed by verb in the clause or sentence construction. In academic writing passive voice is preferred than active voice because it allows the writer to focus on person or event receiving or experiencing the action by placing it at the beginning of the clause or sentence.
Based on the analysis, passive voices are used to express Research Methodology element of the abstract. All (100%) sample abstracts analyzed in this study which contains research methodology use passive voice. It complies with academic writing theory which gives more emphasis on the use of passive voice than active voice. An example of research methodology using passive voice can be seen in sample abstract no. 2 "The experiment was laid down as Complete Randomized Block Design replicated three times". On the other hand Result element of the abstracts mostly uses active voice (82%), the remaining 18% use passive voice. The all other elements of Introduction, Conclusion, and Recommendation use active voice with third person point of view. In academic writing, the third person point of view is also more recommended than the first person point of view.
CONCLUSIONS
Based on the completeness of abstract elements, the abstracts under this study can be divided into two categories i.e. indicative abstracts (21%) and comprehensive/ informative abstracts (79%). The completeness of informative/comprehensive abstracts varies. The most complete informative/comprehensive abstracts consisting of five elements account for 21%, the comprehensive abstracts with four elements have the highest amount which is 41%, and the comprehensive abstracts with three elements also have the least amount which is 1 7%. It can be concluded that most comprehensive abstracts contain four elements which are background (introduction), objectives, methodology, and result. ,8,11,14,17,18,19,20,2 5,26,27,28,29,30 14 = (41%) Informative abstracts with 3 elements 6 = (17%)
Indicative abstracts 4, 5, 7, 9, 10, 16, 24 7 = (21%) Total 34 = (100%)
The tenses of finite verbs commonly used in abstract writing consist of four tenses, they are Simple Present tense, Simple Past tense, Present Perfect, and Past Perfect tenses. The most frequently used tense is Simple Past tense with 55 occurrences, followed by Simple Present tense with 38 occurrences, and Present Perfect tense with 11 occurrences. The least used tense is Past Perfect tense with only one occurrence. The distribution of the tenses in the abstracts is as follows: simple past tense is mostly used in Method and Result elements of the abstracts. The use of simple present tense is mostly used in the Background or Introduction (21 occurrences), Recommendation (6 occurrences), Conclusion (5 occurrences), Objectives (4 occurrences), and Result (2 occurrences). Present perfect tense is mostly used in Introduction (8 occurrences), as seen in Table 1 . 
